AUTHOR'S PREFACE TO VOLUME II.

The present Volume covers the earlier part of the Second
Period, carrying the story of Ottoman Poetry from A. D.
1450 down to A. D. 1520, the year of the death of Selfm I,
and thus leaving the later and more brilliant half of this
Period to be considered in the next.

The opening chapter deals with the distinguishing charac-
teristics of the School which flourished at this stage in the
development of Ottoman Poetry, and has reference to the
whole of the Period, the remarks made therein being indeed
more particularly applicable to the work produced at the
time of the culmination of this School in the reign of Selfm's
successor Suleyman L

Many of the reviewers of the First Volume of this History
have shown an inclination unduly to disparage Ottoman
Poetry on the score of its being a servile imitation of the
poetry of Persia. Regarded superficially, it appears to be
such an imitation, its aims and methods being the same;
but if we look more closely into the matter, we shall see
that Ottoman Poetry would be more correctly described as
a branch of Persian than as an imitation. In order to under-
stand aright the relationship between the literatures of the
non-Arab Muhammedan peoples, we should conceive these
literatures as forming together a single unit, to which we
might give the name of West-Asian literature. The question
as to what language a writer in this West-Asian literature